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Background
Following two strong earthquakes that struck northern Venezuela on 24 June 2026 at 17:04 local time, with preliminary magnitudes reported as 7.2 and 7.5 and shallow depth, serious damage has been reported in Caracas, La Guaira and other affected areas. A state of emergency has been declared, La Guaira State has been designated a disaster zone, the Simón Bolívar International Airport has reportedly been seriously affected and closed, and a unified command post has been established with the Resident Coordinator and OCHA present.
In the aftermath of the earthquakes, OCHA/ERS issued an M0 message to gauge the potential availability of UNDAC members and subsequently issued an M1 message to initiate UNDAC mobilisation. OCHA has since put together a UNDAC team focused on supporting USAR coordination and related life-saving response arrangements in the initial phase of the emergency. As the response evolves, Environmental Experts are being sought as a second wave of support, to complement the UNDAC deployment through remote support and, most likely once the current search and rescue phase is over, possible in-person deployment for more detailed assessment of environmental hazards, cascading risks and early recovery implications.
Although the full scale of casualties and humanitarian needs is still being assessed, early reporting indicates potentially significant casualties, severe structural damage, constrained shelter and health capacity, and limited urban search and rescue equipment in some affected areas. Impacts are reported in dense urban and peri-urban areas including Palo Grande, Altamira, San Bernardino, Petare and Catia, while the UN premises were also reportedly affected.
In this context, the OCHA UNEP EER Team  is activating environmental emergency support and seeks the availability of an Environmental Expert (EE) to deploy as an associated member of a United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team for an estimated duration of approximately two to three weeks, under the overall guidance of the UNDAC Team Leader. The expert will support identification and assessment of actual and potential environmental risks arising from the earthquake, with particular attention to risks to human health, livelihoods, critical services, and recovery operations.
Objective
The Environmental Expert will provide rapid technical support to identify, assess and communicate priority environmental hazards and cascading environmental risks associated with the earthquake emergency in Venezuela, and to support practical risk reduction and response measures for UNDAC, the RC/HC system, national authorities and operational partners.
Responsibilities
· Identification and assessment of environmental hazards: Rapidly identify and assess priority environmental risks arising from the earthquake, including hazardous material releases, chemical spills, fuel leaks, damage to industrial sites, debris and disaster waste, sewage and wastewater releases, water contamination, healthcare waste issues, and risks linked to damaged critical infrastructure.
· Analysis of cascading impacts: Assess potential secondary impacts affecting public health, humanitarian operations and recovery, including disruption to water supply, sanitation systems, health facilities, fuel storage and distribution, transport nodes, solid waste systems, coastal infrastructure and environmentally sensitive areas.
· Geographic prioritization: Support prioritization of assessments in the most affected locations, including Caracas, La Guaira and other accessible areas identified by the authorities and the UNDAC team, taking into account reported damage to dense residential neighborhoods, transport access constraints and operational feasibility.
· Recommendations and mitigation measures: Propose immediate, medium-term and early recovery measures to reduce identified environmental risks, with emphasis on practical actions that can be taken by national authorities, municipal services, humanitarian actors and specialized responders.
· Support to coordination and decision-making: Provide technical advice to the UNDAC team, the RC/HC system, OCHA, relevant ministries and local authorities to help integrate environmental considerations into response planning, operational prioritization and external assistance discussions.
· Specialized support requirements: Identify any need for additional expertise, equipment or remote technical support, including hazardous materials management, disaster waste management, industrial risk assessment, water quality analysis, environmental sampling, remote sensing or other specialized capacities.
· Information management and reporting: Contribute concise written inputs, maps, briefings and technical notes on environmental risks and recommended actions for inclusion in UNDAC reporting and coordination products.
Expected actions and deliverables
· Conduct a rapid desk-based and, where feasible, field-based environmental assessment in support of the UNDAC mission.
· Produce an initial environmental risk overview within the first operational days, identifying key hazards, exposed populations, critical information gaps and immediate recommendations.
· Advise on environmental issues requiring inclusion in situation reports, briefing notes, coordination updates and inter-agency planning products.
· Highlight priority actions related to earthquake debris management, hazardous materials, damaged industrial or fuel facilities, water and sanitation risks, healthcare waste, and environmental implications of temporary shelter or service restoration activities.
· Maintain regular communication with the OCHA UNEP Joint EER Team on findings, support needs and options for additional technical assistance.
· Recommend whether further specialized deployment, remote support, equipment or follow-on assessment is required.
Key focus areas for Venezuela
Given the reported operational picture, the Environmental Expert is expected to pay particular attention to the following issues:
· Potential hazardous releases from damaged fuel, industrial, port, warehouse, transport and urban service infrastructure in coastal and metropolitan areas.
· Environmental and public health risks associated with collapsed buildings, mixed debris, asbestos or other hazardous construction materials, and the management of large volumes of disaster waste.
· Damage to water supply, sanitation and drainage systems, with possible consequences for drinking water quality, sewage overflow and vector-related risks.
· Environmental dimensions of damage to health facilities, temporary displacement sites and densely populated vulnerable neighborhoods.
· Access constraints and environmental implications linked to airport disruption, diversion of incoming assistance, and concentration of response activity in alternative logistics corridors.
· Need to ensure that environmental considerations are integrated early into search and rescue support, relief operations, temporary shelter planning and early recovery discussions.
Reporting line and working arrangements
The Environmental Expert will work under the overall guidance of the UNDAC Team Leader and in close coordination and guidance with the OCHA UNEP Joint  Team, Humanitarian Coordinator system, relevant national and local authorities, and technical and humanitarian partners as required.
The deployment may involve a combination of remote support and field presence, depending on access, security, infrastructure functionality and mission requirements. The expert is expected to be self-sufficient to the extent possible and able to operate in a rapidly evolving emergency environment with damaged infrastructure and changing access conditions.
Qualifications and skills
· Advanced university degree or equivalent professional background in environmental sciences, environmental or civil engineering, chemistry, industrial safety, hazardous materials, disaster management, public health engineering or a related field.
· Demonstrated experience in rapid environmental assessment in emergencies, including analysis of technological and environmental hazards in sudden-onset disasters.
· Familiarity with environmental emergency tools and approaches such as rapid environmental assessment methodologies, FEAT or similar screening approaches, and multi-sector humanitarian assessment processes.
· Strong understanding of how to integrate environmental risks into humanitarian coordination, emergency operations and early recovery planning.
· Experience working with government institutions, UN entities, humanitarian partners and technical responders in complex emergency settings.
· Ability to distinguish urgent life-threatening risks from medium- and longer-term environmental management and recovery needs.
· Excellent analytical, drafting and briefing skills, including the ability to produce concise operational recommendations under time pressure.
· Strong team skills and the ability to work effectively in a multi-disciplinary, multi-national team in challenging field conditions.
· Availability for rapid mobilization, ideally within 6 to 48 hours, and ability to remain deployed for up to three weeks, subject to mission requirements.
· Fluency in Spanish and good command of English is required. 
· Familiarity with UNDAC procedures, Environmental Emergencies Response mechanisms, standby partner deployments or other international emergency coordination systems is an asset.
· Proficiency in standard office, communications and information-management tools is required.
Additional considerations
· The expert should be prepared to operate with limited infrastructure, disrupted transport and communications, and potentially constrained accommodation or office facilities in the initial phase of the response.
· Contact with media, including interviews, should only be undertaken if authorized through the appropriate OCHA management arrangements.
· Mission scope and priorities may be updated as more verified information becomes available from authorities, the UN system and operational partners.


